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BACKROUND OF THE TRIBAL (ROSI’S TARGET PEOPLE)
PALIYAN tribal - group is very backward at present scenario in Tamil Nadu that the
most of them are still in cave life in Sirumalai Hills and Palani Hills at endangered



condition. They are not having even single time food as assured. Hunger and starvation
are continued in their life. Tubers, hunting and other forest available edible items give
survival to them simply but more lack in the food. But in the invasion of plain/new
people in the forest land and restriction / reserved areas by Govt, tribal areas have been
shrunk to habituate and survival.

In the forest and CAVES life, they are not having ration card, name in vote list and others
whatever is being required as Identification to be Citizen because the most of them are
not come in to population census as not having house. Discrimination, human rights
violence, death and birth whatever being are not in the counting if they not in to census
yet. So, often murder and other violence have been taken place by the outer people if they
were involved in slavery works, sex torture, sending out of the forest, etc that resulted
them in to endangered population.

In this condition, their children education is questionable because no schools in their
caves and dense forest areas. Further they are lack of knowledge on education and
development. Health wise they are under affection due to lack of food and hygienic and
sanitation.

ROSI Foundation has been taking major role by its continuation works since the last few
years for the tribal of Sirumalai and PALANI Hills on Human rights, community
certificate issues, solar lights provision, ration card and voter ID obtaining, MFP (Minor
Forest Produces) and other issues based activities. The housing is very urgent and
emergent issues. ROSI proposes to support for livelihoods business, housing, educational
home and legal matter.

In Sirumalai Hills(Dindigul dist, S.India), PALIY AN Tribe is living since the olden days
and now 100 more families are there. But only 30 families are living in to small huts (21
at Velampannai village and 9 at Ponnuruvi) and the remains are still in to caves and
bottom of the tree of the interior and dense forest. Because the plain people and their
domination are oppressing them and alienating the land and other livelihoods.

Tribe human rights issue taken

On 24.09.2009 at Velampannai (Tholukkadu) village, Mr. Antisamy S/O Palanisamy, a
tribal was attacked severely by a gang of three persons, known as Velli S/O Arul,
Ganesan S/O Govindan and Ganesan S/O kuppusamy who are non-tribal and upper caste
dominated in population, political and economical. Immediately petition was dropped to
Police station (E-1, Taluk Police station, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu). No action by case
registration and accused arrest were happened. But the police abused and beat the
affected petitioner Mr. Antisamy.

In the condition of petition dropped, the above accused people are angered and grouped
with several people and they attacked Mr. Alagarsami, a tribal by knife and using other
weapons. The group was with six members and the name was known as Mr. Vanaraju,



his son Rajesh, Chinnu, his son Venket and another two persons (name not known). They
were with knife, stick and other weapons and threatened that the all 21 families should be
vacated the villages and habitation as immediate, other wise the all huts will be fired and
the members will be killed. No land and house for PAIYAN (tribe) and honey and
VALLI roots are only to them and so all should be go to caves and dense forest.

Following the incident, the all families escaped at the night time to dense forest and caves
letting all things, land and cultivation and livestock. Still they are being there with
starvation along with women and children. Mr.Alagarsamy went to the above police
station but the sub inspector and head constable abused and beat him after getting a
thumb impression on white paper. He was admitted in Govt hospital for the injuries but
no action was taken till now.

ROSI foundation has been supporting the people brought to Samathuvapuram and
Kodairoad area where food and cloth provision done. Then we set up fact finding team
from likeminded High court lawyers (five number Mr.Arunachalam, Mr.Vadivel,
Mr.Devakumar, Mr.Ganesan and Mr.Thanajeyan ) who visited and report made. ROSI
filed writ in high court bench Madurai and order given to district administration and
police office (copy enclosed). Now FIR filed under SC/ST atrocities act (3(1)(X) and
3(1)II) and one arrested. Relief has been provided to them.

Mr.Alagarsamy -Victim and His wife



ROSTI’s Fact Finding te

Some of the affected tribe families

Now the case was registered under SC/ST atrocities act and the accused are under arrest
21.01.2010. Further process is ongoing.
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Present development in Tribe programme

We have been retrieving tribe from caves and interior forest and making temporary
shelter with thatches roofing in relevant area. 19 families were taken to Ponnuruvi of
Sirumalai that they are in surrounding caves and forest to Ponnuruvi villages. When the
tribe people make the huts on 20.05.2010, non-tribe group made threaten to remove the
huts at the areas. But we directed to the tribe to take over the adjacent area (about 3 acres)
and new huts have been made in the extent. The opponent parties felt that ROSI
Foundation involvement and the tribe strong refusal, they dropped petition to police
station 22.05.2010 (the copy of petition receipt enclosed). Police take five tribe people to
station and made threaten to remove their huts and sought signature that the tribe would
not enter in the land in future. ROSI Foundation met VAO, Panchayat presidnt and Forest
department and collected the land details and argued with police inspector about the
condition and rights of tribe to make huts and dwelling in to forest. Then we made
petition on the parity for threatening. In the condition, they came to talk by the panchayat
president and police people.

Then the following agreement was made that three acre land was taken from the
opponent parties and no huts were removed from the area. By the agreement, the land is
come to habituate by tribe. Now 19 huts / temporary shelter exist there.

The photo shows the agreement made in Ponnuruvi in between non-tribe and tribe
people. ROSI Foundation chairman Mr.Palanivel is writing it.
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Just retrieved tribe families from Caves and to be rehabilitated by ROSI
FOUNDATION



Just retrieved tribe families from Caves and to be rehabilitated by ROSI
FOUNDATION
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ROSIs made huts for the hoeless tribe in the above 5 acre lands
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The another one retrieved family is provided by a temporary house in the above
land
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~ ROSD’s educational centre op eni to tribe children
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Tribe children uner non-foni education by ROSI Foundation
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Educational materials and uniform distribution to tribe children
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ROSI Foundation takes Some tribes with petition seeking house patta and
community certificate to dist collector







ROST’s representative fights for tribe in Local Body — village committee meeting



